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Intergraf welcomes the adoption of the Commission’s proposed Directive on substantiation 
and communication of explicit environmental claims (Green Claims Directive) presented on 22 
March 2023. This new legal framework addresses claims made by companies in business-to-
consumers commercial practices. The work of Intergraf on carbon footprint and current 
discussions on environmental schemes are providing a good basis to support printing 
companies complying with the future requirements on green claims. 

New EU legislation on green claims 
With the aim to fight greenwashing, the proposed Directive sets general requirements on 
substantiating environmental claims, including carrying out an assessment which should rely on 
widely recognised scientific evidence and demonstrate that environmental impacts are significant 
from a life-cycle perspective. Member States will set up procedures for verifying and certifying the 
substantiation of environmental claims. The proposal also sets requirements for environmental 
labels, which will also be verified at national level. 

Penalties will be applicable at national level to companies infringing the rules. The Commission asks 
Member States to set penalties that are “effective, proportionate and dissuasive”. The legislation is 
not applicable to micro-companies (less than 10 employees or annual turnover of less than €2 
million) unless they want their claims to be verified and certified. 

Assessing environmental schemes for printed products 
Numerous ecolabels and environmental schemes are available on the market for printed products. 
Currently, Intergraf works on supporting both printing companies and their customers in their 
strategic selection of environmental schemes related to printed products by defining the 
environmental parameters that are relevant to our sector. The aim of Intergraf is to allow companies 
to make informed environmental decisions and to communicate them in a transparent way. The 
requirements of the draft Directive are fully in line with the approach of Intergraf. 

The draft Directive will be scrutinised by the European Parliament and Council in the coming 
months. Once adopted, Member States will have to implement the requirements in national law. 
The measures will be applicable 2 years after the entry into force of the Directive. 

“Our work on carbon footprint and future approach to assessing environmental schemes aim to 
support printing companies, their customers, and other actors in the value chain to substantiate their 
environmental claims related to printed products and avoid greenwashing in the industry. Our sector 
will be well equipped to comply with the ambitious requirements of the draft EU Green Claims 
Directive.” said Laetitia Reynaud, Intergraf Policy Advisor. 

https://www.intergraf.eu/
http://www.intergraf.eu/
mailto:office@intergraf.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/intergraf-the-european-federation-for-print-and-digital-communication/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/IntergrafAISBL
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More information: 

Proposal for a Directive on green claims can be found here.  

Intergraf tools on carbon footprint can be found here.  

– ENDS – 

 

 
Notes to editor 
 
The European graphical sector is made up of some 112,000 printing companies (95% SMEs), which employ 
640,000 people, and generate a combined turnover of €82 billion (EU27 + UK, Switzerland, and Norway). 
 
Intergraf (www.intergraf.eu) is the European printing industry association, representing employers in the 
graphical sector. We are a Brussels-based umbrella federation with 22 members from 21 countries and 11 
Associate Members from across Europe. Our primary goal is to represent and advocate for Europe’s printing 
industry, working with European Union to support the sector’s competitiveness through advocacy, information-
sharing, networking, social dialogue, and European projects. 
 
Contact Sergejs Mikaeljans, Communications Officer, for more information: smikaeljans@intergraf.eu. 
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